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Introduction

“Social and environmental sensibility characterises the project impact as 
perceived by the local population and assessed through preliminary 
studies, and as such, gives a measure of the social and environmental 
sensibility associated with the project.”

• Impact on nature

• Impact on human activity

• Social compatibility
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Considerations

• Importance
• Increase public acceptance
• Successful licensing
• Prevent project delays

• Assessment of multiple possible trajectories
• Expert assessment
• Preliminary environmental studies
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•Internalised (avoidance costs, compensation costs):
-Land use/human activity (avoidance, compensations)
-Soil, subsoil, water (avoidance, technical standards)
-Waste/decommissioning (life cycle costs)
-Safety (minimal distance)
-Visual impact (avoidance, compensation)
-Faune, flora, vegetation (avoidance, compensation)

• Residual impact or uncertain impact
-Landscape
-Biodiversity
-Reduction of amenity                                     GIS + expert view

Indicators
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Dense area
Protected area
Former conflicts

Risk ?



CBA scoring
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Example
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Example

14 December 2011

Possible 
interconnector 
routes

A

B

C

A : crosses urban areas
B: crosses protected areas, shortest
C: crosses semi-urbain area (high social 
sensitivity), longest

EARLY STAGE
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Alternative approach ?

•Sub-indicators ?
-Landscape
-Biodiversity
-Reduction of amenity
-Others ?

•Additional sub-indicators for :
•Underground cables ?
•Submarine cables ?
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Alternative approach ?

-Landscape
Preserve landscape integrity Distance from/
Preserve protected buildings length *factor 

-Biodiversity/soil
Prevent impact on ecosystems Distance from/length 
and species * factor (level of 
Minimize perturbation of soil protection) 

-Amenity/safety Nb of people living
Minimize impact nearby

CIGRE report on SEA
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Alternative approach ?

-Landscape/biodiversity: 
-nb of km in protected areas ?

-Soil: 
-nb of km underground cables ?

-Amenity/safety: 
nb of km in urban areas ?

- Others ?

Score ?



Questions & discussion
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