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1 BACKGROUND  
Regulation (EC) 714/2009 (part of the so called 3rrd legislative Package) calls for the creation 
of the European Network of Transmission System Operators for Electricity (ENTSO-E).  
According to Article 8.3 (b) of the Regulation: “ENTSO-E shall adopt a non-binding 
Community-wide ten-year network development plan” (TYNDP) with the objective of ensuring 
greater transparency regarding the entire electricity transmission network in the Community 
and supporting decision making processes at regional and European level. 

As stressed during the consultation in respect of the TYNDP 2010, the Plan must develop a 
consistent approach which encompasses all transmission projects of pan-European 
significance, including those developed by third parties, in a non-discriminatory and 
transparent manner.  

The objective of this ENTSO-E paper is to describe the procedure which will enable third 
parties to submit projects for the next TYNDP 2012 package and to assist them in doing so. 

The paper begins by outlining the selection criteria which TYNDP projects must meet, it then 
outlines the process which parties must follow to become eligible for inclusion, it then 
summarises the process and outlines the information required from third parties.  

2 PROJECT SELECTION CRITERIA 
A series of standard criteria apply to all projects in the TYNDP, regardless of whether they 
are promoted by ENTSO-E Members or not.  This section briefly summarizes the criteria.  

2.1 TECHNICAL CRITERIA: PROJECTS OF PAN-EUROPEAN SIGNIFICANCE  

At the highest level, the TYNDP 2012 shall include and present Projects of Pan-European 
Significance.  

A Project of Pan-European Significance is a set of Extra High Voltage assets, matching the 
following criteria1:  

 The main equipment is at least 220 kV if it is an overhead line AC or at least 150 kV 
otherwise and is, at least partially, located in one of the 32 countries represented in 
TYNDP. 

 These assets contribute to a grid transfer capability increase across a network 
boundary within the ENTSO-E interconnected network (e.g. additional NTC between 
two market areas) or at its borders (i.e. increasing the import and/or export capability 
of ENTSO-E countries vis-à-vis others). 

 An estimate of the abovementioned grid transfer capability increase is explicitly 
provided in MW in the application. 

 The grid transfer capability increase meets at least one of the following minimums: 

                                                      
1 The proposed thresholds are directly derived from Regulation 2010-617. 
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o At least 500 MW of additional NTC; or 

o Connecting or securing output of at least 1 GW/1000 km² of generation; or  

o Securing load growth for 10 years for an area representing consumption 
greater than 3 TWh/yr. 

 

Regional Investment Plans and National Development Plans can complement the 
development perspective with respect to projects other than Projects of Pan-European 
Significance. Criteria for inclusion of projects in Regional Investment Plans are commonly 
agreed upon regionally and implemented by the Regional Groups  

2.2 LEGAL AND REGULATORY CRITERIA 

The following legal and regulatory criteria apply to all projects included in the TYNDP.  The 
first and foremost criteria is that all developers of Projects of Pan-European Significance 
presented in the TYNDP must have been granted the relevant authorizations from the 
appropriate Regulatory Authorities to develop and operate those projects. That is: 

 TSO Members of ENTSO-E, and other regulated operators of transmission assets 
are duly entitled, via a transmission licence, by the appropriate Regulatory Authorities 
to develop and operate the power transmission grid;  

 Other companies or consortia, must have been granted a specific exemption by the 
EC and the National Regulatory Authorities for the project, in accordance with Article 
7 of EC Regulation 1228/2003 and Article 17 of EC Regulation 714/2009 as from 3 
March 2011. 

Any application from a third party for the inclusion of the project in the TYNDP must be 
capable of demonstrating that their projects meet the technical and legal and regulatory 
criteria for inclusion.  

 

3 PROCESS 
In this section we briefly outline the process which is followed to classify projects, to receive 
information about projects and  to assess that information.  It aims to provide parties with an 
insight into the process ENTSO-E follows in developing the TYNDP. 

3.1 REGULATED AND EXEMPTED PROJECTS 

TYNDP Projects can be divided into those that constitute regulated investment and those 
that are exempted from a regulated investment. Projects are defined as follows: 

A) Projects with regulated investment: Projects that are owned by non-ENTSO-E 
members but have regulated investment that is governed by a transmission license issued by 
a National Regulatory Authority, or other responsible national Authority.  
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E.g. Projects between the ENTSO-E network and a country directly connected to the 
ENTSO-E network, or within that country. For instance, Albania, Turkey or any other 
neighboring countries. 

B) Projects exempted from a regulated investment regime, also referred as “merchant 
lines” in accordance with Article 7 of EC Regulation 1228/2003 and Article 17 of EC 
Regulation 714/2009 as from 3 March 2011. 

 

3.2 INTEGRATED MODELLING AND PUBLICATION OF 3RD PARTY PROJECT 

DATA IN THE PLANS 

The procedure for receiving information about projects must be capable of adapting to 
different situations. For example, dealing with well-known 3rd Party projects, 3rd Party projects 
that remain conditional and projects which may not yet be known to ENTSO-E Members. It 
also needs to be capable of respecting commercial confidentialities.  

The data which is used by ENTSO-E members when preparing the (Regional Investment 
Plans and the TYNDP) reflects all information relevant to grid planning that is in ENTSO-E 
Members’ possession. Network studies are performed from February to October 2011. When 
ENTSO-E Members anticipate a 3rd Party project at a certain point in time, the corresponding 
datasets depict it, even if no formal request from the developer has been received. In most 
cases however, contacts have occurred from an early stage of the project between the 
developer and the affected TSOs. 

Conversely, ENTSO-E Members cannot be compelled to account for every 3rd Party project 
in their studies, especially if they are not known to them before studies are performed. The 
developers of new projects must then contact the affected TSOs as from February 2011. 

It is possible for a project to be accounted for in the integrated modeling phase, without its 
details being depicted in the Plans if the developer requests that information not be 
disclosed. 

ENTSO-E Members can also take the initiative of proposing to include some 3rd Party 
projects in the Plans.  It this case they will inform the developer and proceed, if the developer 
does not oppose in writing the initiative. The developer will be provided with an opportunity to 
review the piece of information that will be prepared for inclusion in the TYNDP package 
before any publication. 

In developing this process, ENTSO-E has sought to schedule the official submission period 
at a late enough stage to enable as many 3rd parties as practicable to be accommodated by 
the procedure. 
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3.3 PROJECT SUBMISSION 

The official submission period, where the supply of all required information must be made by  
relevant stakeholders, is set to take place between September 1st and September 15th 2011.  

In case of projects involving regulated investment (A), provided that the planning of such 
investment has been accepted by the responsible national authority (NRA), the developer will 
submit the required information and must coordinate with the relevant ENTSO-E Member. In 
cases where several ENTSO-E members are involved, a single point of contact will be 
sufficient. The contacted ENTSO-E Member will check whether the application is complete 
and then submit it for overall appraisal by the relevant Regional Group.  

In the case of Merchant Lines (B), provided that the exemption from the EC and affected 
NRAs has been obtained, the developer will submit its application directly to the ENTSO-E 
Secretariat (irinamihaela.minciuna@entsoe.eu and mihai.paun@entsoe.eu). The ENTSO-E 
Secretariat will check whether the application is complete and then submit it for overall 
appraisal by the relevant Regional Group. 

 

3.4 ASSESSMENT OF PROJECTS  

Regional Groups (figure 1) are responsible for the consistency of the integrated modeling 
and the content of the Plans in their area, including projects stemming from 3rd Parties. 

 

 

FIG. 1  DEFINITION OF REGIONAL GROUPS 

 

In case a project meets the criteria of Projects of Pan-European Significance then the project 
information will be presented in the TYNDP and relevant Regional Investment Plans.  
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In case a project does not prove to meet the criteria of Projects of Pan-European 
Significance, in particular the grid transfer capability increase thresholds which the integrated 
modeling will assess, then the project will not be included in the TYNDP.  

Projects not meeting the criteria of Projects of Pan-European Significance may be presented 
in some Regional Investment Plan provided they match the criteria agreed on for the relevant 
Regional Investment Plan.  

The applicant will receive a notification by mid November about the inclusion of the project in 
the TYNDP 2012 report and in the Regional Investment Plan, or the rejection including the 
reasons for that rejection. This is illustrated diagrammatically below. 

 

 

FIG.2 PROCEDURE FOR INCLUDING IN THE TYNDP 2012 PACKAGE PROJECTS FROM 3RD
 PARTIES 

4 SUMMARY OF THE PROCESS 
The key milestones involved in getting a project included in regional plans or the TYNDO can 
be summed up as follows: 

1. Beginning February  2011: ENTSO-E releases the procedure along with the 
requested documentation; 

2. February-June 2011: 3rd parties are encouraged to make preliminary contacts with 
ENTSO-E Members. 

3. Beginning of July 2011: a reminder note on the timeframe for data collection will be 
posted on the ENTSO-E website. 

4. 1st -15th Sept 2011: 3rd Parties submit all the required information according to the 
procedure presented in this document 

5. October 2011: as the case may be, 3rd Parties may be contacted for clarifications. 
6. Mid November: ENTSO-E notifies to every 3rd Party the results of the assessment. 
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FIG. 3 OVERALL SCHEDULE  

5 INFORMATION REQUIRED 
Developers are required to:  

 Completely fill in the xls table attached to this procedure, i.e they are required to 
provide: 

o A brief technical description of the projects: technology (AC/DC) and voltage 
level of main equipment; end-substations and for lines, route, km of route (if 
necessary per equipment) 

o The motivation for the project, including a qualitative description of the 
investment need that the project addresses and the project’s role in 
supporting at least one of the 3 pillars of EU energy policy. 

o An assessment of the Grid Transfer Capability Increase which the project will 
enable; 

o A description of other quantitative benefits of the project: 
o A project status, indicating whether the project is in the design phase, 

permitting phase or under construction.  
o The expected time of commissioning 
o The investment cost of the project 

 Indicate the location of the project on the ENTSO-E map;  
 Locate on the ENTSO-E map the border or the network section (the “boundary”) 

across which the projects develops Grid Transfer Capability Increase  
 Provide evidence, in English, of the licence granted by the relevant NRAs for the 

regulated investments, or in case of exempted investments, evidence of the 
exemption granted by EC and all involved NRAs by 15th September 2011. 
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FIG. 4 MAP TO FILL IN (PLEASE ENLARGE!) 

6 3RD
 PARTY PROJECTS IN THE PLANS 

Accepted projects that fulfill the criteria outlined in this document will be included in the 
Regional Investment Plans and the TYNDP 2012 in a separate chapter from ENTSO-E 
projects. ENTSO-E will not be responsible for the data provided or any derived 
consequences. 

7 MORE INFORMATION 
This guidance document has aimed to provide an overview of the process which all parties, 
and those developing third party projects in particular, need to follow in order to have their 
projects considered for inclusion in the 2012 release of the TYNDP.  Further information on 
any aspect of this process is available from the ENTSO-E Secretariat. 


